PAGE  
2
Curriculum vitae – Elise Groulx – p.


Curriculum Vitae

Elise Groulx  Barrister and Solicitor
Ad.E. BA. LLL LLM
Honorary President of the International Criminal Bar

President of the International Criminal Defence Attorneys Association
250, Place d’Youville, 2nd floor
Telephone: 00- 1-514- 285-2700 


Direct line: 00-1-514- 577-0772
Montreal (Quebec) CANADA 
Fax : 00-1-(514) 289-8590
H2Y 2B6
E-mail: elisegroulx@citenet.net

PROFILE
· First elected President of the International Criminal Bar (ICB) in March 2003.  Led an international movement bringing together national bars, individual lawyers and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to create the ICB. Honorary president of the ICB since December 2005. The ICB supports lawyers practising before the International Criminal Court (ICC) and work to protect the independence of the legal profession and improve access to a quality justice system in the new international justice system.

· Founder and President of the International Criminal Defence Attorneys Association (ICDAA) since 1997, an organization that serves lawyers practicing before international criminal tribunals. It has directly participated in the creation of the International Criminal Court (ICC) and acted as a leading NGO in an international movement bringing together national bars, lawyers and NGO’s for the creation of the ICB.  
· Practising criminal defence lawyer (in Canada) for more than twenty five years, with extensive pleading and courtroom experience. Long track record in the field of plea bargaining and negotiation.  

· Extensive working knowledge of the Common law system. Defended thousands of cases involving violent offences among others. Pleaded major cases before all instances of the Quebec court system (courts of first instance: Quebec Superior Court, Quebec Court of Appeal).

· Education in Law and Political Science.  Studied Criminology and Comparative Criminal Law at the University of Paris (Sorbonne) and obtained an advanced degree (LLM) in these subjects at the London School of Economics.  Knowledge of two major legal systems:  British common law and French continental code law.

· Expertise in the defence of accused persons of violent crimes against the person (assault, assault and battery, rape, sexual assault against children). Extensive experience dealing with socially and economically disadvantaged clients, both as a public defender and in private practice.    

· Awarded several professional distinctions.  Notably, the “Médaille de l’Ordre des Avocats à la Cour de Paris” from the Paris Bar, the “Médaille du Barreau du Québec” from the Quebec Bar and a medal from Université de Montréal, as well as the Champion of Justice Award from the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (NACDL) at the NACDL’s Annual Meeting in San Francisco on July 30, 2004.

· Frequently requested to comment on the developments in International Criminal Law in the media both print and electronic. 

· Nominated to the Human Rights Certification (HRC) Panel based in Paris; the panel serves as a pool of human rights experts recognized by the European Commission. 
· Recently elected on the Board of Directors of the Montreal Council on Foreign Relations (CORIM).

· Appointed by the Québec Bar’s Executive Committee, on May 21st, 2009, to sit on a working group regarding the Bar’s international relations policy.

· Completed the Fletcher Summer Institute (Tuft University, Boston) for the Advanced Study of Nonviolent Conflict (June 2009)
INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL LAW      

· Founded the International Criminal Defence Attorneys Association (ICDAA) in 1997.  The organization’s mission consists in ensuring fair trials and a professional defence for persons accused of crimes against humanity before United Nations international tribunals (The Hague, Arusha) and the ICC.

· Co-organizer of two international conferences in Paris (December 2001) and Montreal (June 2002) at which the International Criminal Bar was created.  More than three hundred lawyers originating from more than 60 countries attended each conference.
· Headed the ICDAA advocacy interventions that contributed to the adoption of significant amendments to the ICC Rules of Procedure and Evidence. A new section was created concerning independent defence, organization of the international legal profession and the role of lawyers in safeguarding fair trial procedure.

· Organized the presentation of policy proposals at more than 12 United Nations preparatory committee meetings on the creation of the ICC. As ICDAA president, obtained voluntary support from lawyers, professors, students and bar associations from a number of countries including Canada, the United States, France, The Netherlands, the United Kingdom and South Africa.

· Organized two international conferences on the emergence of a new international justice system, the challenges confronted by the legal profession and the independence of the defence before the ICC, held at The Hague, Netherlands, in 1999 and 2002.  The conferences were achieved thanks to the support of the Ministry of Justice of the Netherlands, the Universities of Leiden, Utrecht and Rotterdam, as well as several bar associations.

· Made presentations on defence issues at many conferences for academic and professional groups including the University of Paris, the American Bar Association (ABA), the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (NACDL), the International Bar Association (IBA), the Canadian Association of Federal Prosecutors and lawyers of the Minister of Defence of Canada, the Helsinki Norwegian Committee, the Association of Norwegian Bars, the 1st World Outgames, the Quebec criminal court judges, the Federation of European Bars (FBE), the newly elected judges of the ICC in The Hague, the Mexican legal community, the judges and members of the Congress of the Republic of Peru and the Universities deans in San Jose, Costa Rica.
· Participated as a speaker in conferences relating to criminal liability and all aspects of complicity facing the corporate world, in the new international context.  Among others, participated as a panellist in the Annual Meeting of the International Bar Association (IBA), in San Francisco, in September 2003, and at the International Economic Forum of the Americas on June 5th 2006 and, more recently, was invited to talk about new developments in Canadian criminal law, at the Canadian Institute, in Montréal on 25 January, 2007.
· Organized, led and/or participated in seven missions, in Spanish, on international criminal justice, as a representative of the International Criminal Bar (IBC) and the International Criminal Defence Attorneys Association (ICDAA) to Mexico (twice), Peru, Costa Rica, Argentina and Chile. Met with lawyers, the judiciary, government representatives and court officials, the media, NGOs and Human Rights organisations, as well as academics from universities and research institutes. During the mission to Argentina, was invited by the Inter-American Bar Association (IABA / Federación Inter-americana de Abogados - FIA) to make a presentation during their annual congress in June 2005. During the latest mission to Mexico, was invited to make presentations at the IABA/FIA annual meeting, in June 2007. Spent 2 weeks in Chile in October 2007, and held several meetings regarding the ICC and international justice related issues with members of the legal community, academics, various NGOs and members of the Santiago Court of Appeal among others. Returned to Mexico, in April 2008, invited by the Mexican Bar (La Barra Mexicana) and the Mexican Association of corporate lawyers, in partnership with the Canadian Embassy, in Mexico. Made a presentation on the international practise of law while meeting several Mexican officials from Foreign Affairs and the Justice sector.
· Participated in a mission in Port-au Prince, Haiti, in October 2008, regarding judicial reform and the implementation of a national legal aid system in Haiti. This mission during which she gave a presentation and met with the Prime Minister of Haiti, Mrs Louis Pierre, was organised jointly by the Center for Judicial Studies of the Americas (CJSA), the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the Judiciary School and the Canadian Government ( CIDA and Justice Canada).

· Trained experienced lawyers in international criminal law in special training sessions organized at The Hague, Montreal, Victoria, Edmonton and Dakar, Sénégal over last years. Was a member of the organizing team of the training programs. These specialized courses were designed to prepare lawyers, from all legal backgrounds, to practice before the ICC and to perfect their advocacy skills in the adversarial system such as examination and cross-examination of witnesses. 
· Served as an expert consultant on proposed legal reforms and corollary draft legislation of the Republic of Armenia, as part of the Central and Eastern European Law Initiative (CEELI) of the American Bar Association, both in 2000 and in 2006.
· Received a special tribute from the Montréal Defence Attorneys Association (Association des Avocats de la Défense de Montréal/AADM) to underline her work as founding President of the ICDAA, on its 10th anniversary, 5 April 2007. 
· Awarded the 2004 "Champion of Justice" Award by the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (USA). The award is bestowed upon those individuals who, through extraordinary humanitarian pursuits have staunchly preserved or defended human rights.
· Admitted to the Draguignan’ Bar Association (France) as an honorary member on             May 5, 2004.
· Awarded the title of honorary professor and member of the Law Faculty of the Universidad Inca Garcilaso de la Vega of Lima, Peru, on March 11, 2004.

· Awarded the Quebec Bar Medal on May 31, 2003, the highest distinction granted by the Quebec Bar. This Medal recognizes the contribution of a lawyer to the development of the Rule of Law.

· Awarded the University of Montreal, Faculty of Law, Medal on April 30, 2003 jointly with Mrs. Justice Louise Arbour of the Supreme Court of Canada, former Head Prosecutor of two international criminal tribunals (for the Ex-Yugoslavia and Rwanda) and Mr. Justice Philippe Kirsch, President of the International Criminal Court.
· Received the Medal of the Paris Bar from its president, Paul-Albert Iweins, for leadership in establishing the International Criminal Bar (ICB), on the occasion of the opening of the French legal year on November 23, 2002.
· Received the honorific title of “Women Pioneer” by the Quebec City Bar and the Canadian Bar Association in November 1999.
· Received the President's Award from the Quebec Chapter of the Canadian Bar Association in April 1999 for work on the development of international criminal law.  
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE      

CRIMINAL LAW PRACTICE
· Deep knowledge of the Canadian criminal law system.  Practiced as a career criminal defence lawyer, both as a public defender and in private practice.  Always involved in protecting the fair trial rights of accused persons originating from any social and economic backgrounds. Practical knowledge of the law reform process in Quebec and in Canada.
· Appointed in April 2003 by the Judge-Advocate-General (JAG) of the Canadian Armed Forces to sit on his advisory panel on military justice in Canada. Served until the end of 2006 when the panel completed its mandate.
· Defended numerous cases under virtually all sections of the Canadian Criminal Code before all instances of the Quebec court system.  Private practice since 1985.

· Defence attorney for a police officer accused of assault, battery and injury and other serious criminal charges during a jury trial of more than three months in the spring of 1995 and relative to subsequent proceedings before a disciplinary tribunal during the 1995-97.  The case was one of the most widely publicized Quebec judicial affairs in recent history.

· Appointed by the Federal Justice Department to act as legal advisor in 1996-97 to the Committee Conducting a Self Defence Review headed by Madam Justice Lynn Ratushny.  The review focused on cases of women convicted of homicide, which occurred in the context of abusive marital relationships.

· Specialized in cases involving violent crimes against the person (assault, battery and injury, rape, sexual assault against children), often working with clients from deprived social and family backgrounds; extensive experience representing economically and socially disadvantaged clients.
· Pleaded appeal cases before the Quebec Court of Appeal.

· Practiced for several years as a lawyer before courts and public hearing.  Excellent interpersonal skills and ability to work with accused persons. Extensive experience in examining and cross-examining witnesses, as well as litigation.

· Extensive experience in managing negotiations in several fields, in particular with clients, the police, the prosecutors' office and at the United Nations, in the context of the establishment of the ICC.
· Frequently requested to provide a commentary on legal events by radio, television and print journalists from many countries including Canada, the US, the UK, Australia, the Netherlands, France, Spain, Peru, Costa Rica and Senegal.
QUEBEC LEGAL AID COMMUNITY CENTRE

Criminal Defence Section, Montréal
· Full time Public Defender from 1976 to 1985.

· Developed a criminal law practice involving pleading before all instances of the Quebec judicial system.

.
Handled 400 to 500 files a year

.
Continually visited accused persons in prisons.
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES IN QUEBEC 
1984-86
Vice-President of the Montreal Association of Defence Lawyers (Association des Avocats de la Défense de Montréal).  First woman Vice-President of the association.

1980-84
Member of the Board of Directors of the Association des Avocats de la Défense de Montréal.

1986

Professor at the Bar School Association of Quebec. 
1998 Member of a selection committee of assessors called to sit on the Quebec Human Rights Tribunal.    

2000
Member of a selection committee of Coroners called to sit on the Coroner’s Office, appointed by the Minister of Public Security in Quebec.

1975 to present

· Trained articling students and prospective lawyers in legal aid, private practice and within the ICDAA.

· Attended and participated in numerous conferences, workshops and continuing professional education training courses in criminal and international law.

· Participated for two years (1983-85) in a co-ordinating committee for defence lawyers and prosecutors in Montréal.

· Member of the International Society of Criminology (Paris) and member of Amnesty International and long-time member of the Quebec Human Rights League (affiliated with FIDH – International Human Rights Federation).   

LEGAL RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
1974-76
Research Assistant to the then Vice-President of the Law Reform Commission of Canada, Mr. Antonio Lamer, former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada (retired January 7, 2000).



Directed a research project comparing judicial appointment processes in France, Canada, the United Kingdom and the United States (trips to Harvard University Law School, Boston, U.S.A.)

1973 Research Assistant to the Vice-President of the Quebec Commission on Civil Code Reform, Mr. Daniel Jacoby, now Chief Ombudsman of Quebec.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
•
Served on the Board of Directors of the Lamplighters Children's Association, which supports families fighting childhood cancer at the Montreal Children's Hospital from 1994 to June 2000.  

EDUCATION
1972


B.A. in Political Science from University of Québec at Montreal (UQAM)

1973


Law degree, L.L.L., granted with distinction, University of Montreal

1973-74

Scholarship from the Government of France to study in Paris at the Institut de Criminologie (Faculté de Droit Paris II/Sorbonne) with Professor Jean Pinatel. The subject of concentration was Criminology and Comparative Criminal Law.

1974-75

Scholarship from the Government of Québec.  Masters degree, L.L.M., in Criminology and Comparative Criminal Law from the London School of Economics (L.S.E.).  My graduate studies supervisor was Professor John-Eryl Hall Williams.

1975-76

Québec Bar school.  Multiple examinations and courses.  Articled at Legal Aid office.

December 23, 1976
Admission to the Quebec Bar Association as a lawyer. 

